CITY OF NORMAN, OKLAHOMA

CITY COUNCIL PLANNING AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AGENDA

Municipal Building Conference Room
201 West Gray

Friday, July 9, 2010

8:00 A.M.

CONTINUED DISCUSSION REGARDING THE PROPOSED
GREENBELT ORDINANCE AND THE DEFINITION OF OPEN
SPACE.
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DATE: July 1, 2010
TO: Planning and Community Development Committee Members

THROUGH: lJeff H. Bryant, City Attorney
FROM: Kathryn L. Walker, Assistant City Attorney II

RE: Draft Greenbelt Ordinance

Background

The Planning and Community Development Committee (the “Committee™) has
considered proposed amendments to the Greenbelt Ordinance developed by the
Greenbelt Commission during several meetings over the last few months, most
recently on June 11, 2010. Based on Committee and Commission feedback at their
June meetings, Staff has made some changes to the ordinance and also considered a
suggestion for code placement of the ordinance. These items are discussed below.

Discussion

A notable change to the draft ordinance based on the June Committee meeting is
found in Section 4-2023(1). Concerns were expressed that the proposed ordinance
changes would result in requiring applicants to dedicate private property for public
access and use. Language has been added that explicitly states that nothing in the
ordinance shall require such dedication. After the recent Greenbelt Commission
meeting, some minor changes were also made in the ordinance. These were not
substantive in nature but are noted in the attached document.

Staff has continued to discuss the appropriate code placement for the proposed
changes to the ordinance. It is currently written to include changes and additions to
existing language in Chapter 4 of the Norman Code. Concerns have been raised
that this placement would not provide notice of its requirements to the development
community. The changes include a requirement for submittal of a Greenbelt
Enhancement Statement (GES) to the Greenbelt Commission for all applications
for Land Use Plan amendments, zoning changes, rural certificates of survey and
preliminary plats. The two primary sections referred to by developers are the
subdivision regulations (Ch. 19 of the Code) and the Zoning Ordinance (Ch. 22 of
the Code). The administration of the Subdivision Regulations traditionally falls
under the auspice of the Public Works Department while the administration of the
Zoning Ordinance falls under the auspice of the Planning and Community
Development Department.

The proposed new sections of the Greenbelt Ordinance could be placed in the
zoning ordinance. The downside to this approach is the inconsistency of the
definitions in the Greenbelt ordinance as compared with other definitions in City
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code. As noted in previous meetings, this is particularly the case with the definition of
“open space”. Staff would also need to ensure that the added definitions did not
inadvertently affect the meaning attributable to other zoning provisions. Furthermore, we
would be mixing policy statements with actual regulations, which could cause some
confusion. Also, placing the new sections in only one of these chapters of our code will
inevitably result in the same issue raised with their placement in Chapter 4. For example,
someone looking to re-zone his or her property would be unlikely to look in the
subdivision regulations for his or her requirements just as someone looking to subdivide
their property within their existing zoning designation would be unlikely to look at the
zoning regulations.

If the Committee desires to place some portion of the draft ordinance in the development
regulations, it would be Staff’s recommendation that a provision be included in Ch. 19
and Ch. 22 referencing the requirement for submittal of a Greenbelt Enhancement
Statement. This section would ideally recognize the requirement and refer all applicants
back to Chapter 4 for further details. The draft ordinance, as it currently stands, would
remain the same and would be placed in Chapter 4.

Staff will be available at the PCDC meeting on July 9, 2010 to discuss these proposals
and answer any questions you may have.

Attachments: Draft Proposed Changes to the Greenbelt Ordinance

Reviewed by: Susan F. Connors, Director of Planning and Community Development



ARTICLE XXI GREENBELT COMMISSION
Sec. 4-2021. Purpose.

It is the purpose of this article to promote and protect the public health, safety and general
welfare by creating a mechanism for providing a Greenbelt System, which will include
preserved open spaces, protected natural areas and greenways/trails in a system of land
parcels that together will work to help maintain and preserve the beauty and livability of
the City.

Sec. 4-2022. Authority.

There is hereby created and established the Greenbelt Commission for the City of
Norman. The Norman Greenbelt Commission shall consist of a total of nine (9) members,
one (1) from each ward and one (1) at-large. The members shall be appointed by the
Mayor, with approval of the City Council, based upon their interests or expertise
regarding open-space preservation. All members shall serve without compensation and
may be removed by the City Council as provided in the Code of Ordinances. City staff
and administrative guidance shall be provided to the Greenbelt Commission by the
Department of Planning and Community Development, with assistance from the City
Forester and other Departments, as necessary. The implementation of the activities
associated with this article shall be dependent upon the City Council's ability to provide
funds on an annualized basis.

(I) Term of office. The term of the nine (9) persons to be appointed by the Mayor shall
be three (3) years, except that the term of three (3) of the members appointed to the
first board shall be for only one (1) year and the term of three (3) members of the
first board shall be for two (2) years. In the event that a vacancy shall occur during
the term of any member, the successor shall be appointed by the Mayor with
approval by the City Council for the unexpired portion of the term.

(2) Quorum and operation.

(a) Quorum. At any meeting of the Greenbelt Commission, a quorum shall
consist of five (5) of the appointed members. No action shall be taken in the
absence of a quorum. Five (5) affirmative votes shall be required to pass any
measure.

(b) Meeting. The Greenbelt Commission shall meet-atleast-ence—a—month—as
required in the furtherance of its duties set forth herein.

(c) Commission officer. The Greenbelt Commission shall elect a chairperson
from its members and shall create and fill such other offices as deemed
necessary. The term of the Chairperson shall be one (1) year with eligibility
for reelection for no more than two (2) consecutive terms.























































